SUPERVISORS MEETING MINUTES
February 18, 2025
The regular meeting of the Sugarloaf Township Supervisors was held on Tuesday, February 18, 2025 at 6:30 P.M. as duly advertised in the Standard Speaker on December 26, 2024. In attendance was Chairman Joseph DiSabella, Supervisor Rick Weaver, Supervisor Richard Yost, Township Office Manager Elizabeth Tolan and Atty. Baranko. Also in attendance was Dennis Peters from Peter’s Consultants. 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag:
Public Comment on Items on Agenda Only: There was no public comment. 
Minutes: Chairman DiSabella asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes of the Regular Meeting and Reorganization Meeting on January 6, 2025. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver to approve the minutes of the Reorganization and Regular Meeting as presented. The motion passed unanimously, and copies were placed on the front table for review. 

Minutes: Chairman DiSabella asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes of the Continuation Meeting on January 10, 2025. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost, to approve the minutes of the Continuation Meeting as presented. The motion passed unanimously, and copies were placed on the front table for review.

 Executive Session: An executive session was held at 12:30 PM on February 1st regarding MS4 issues.
Bills: Supervisor Yost reviewed the Expenses Report of the General Fund for January 2025. A motion was made by Chairman DiSabella, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve the bills as read, and to pay any and all bills in all funds that become due before the next regular meeting. The motion passed unanimously. 
Financial Statement: Chairman DiSabella mentioned that the financial statement is attached to all agendas. A motion was made by Chairman DiSabella, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to dispense reading and approve the financial report. The motion passed unanimously, and Supervisor Yost signed the Financial Statement.
Police Department:
Chairman DiSabella reviewed the police activity report for January 2025.
Magistrate fines collected for January 2025 amounted to $824.37. 

Penn State Mutual Aid was discussed, and it was mentioned that the agreement draft has not yet been received from Penn State’s attorney for review.

Police Chief Winters submitted Mr. Kevin Wagner for employment in the position of Patrolman effective 2/18/2025. A motion was by Chairman DiSabella, seconded by Supervisor Yost to hire Mr. Kevin Wagner in the position of Patrolman. The motion passed unanimously, and Mr. Wagner and his family were welcomed to the township. 
Fire Company: 

Fire Chief Duane Hildebrand reviewed the report for January 2025. There were 55 EMS calls and 29 Fire and Rescue for the month. 
Road Department: 

1. The road department activity for January 2025 will be reviewed by Supervisor Weaver.
2. A claim check in the amount of $8,500.00 for the damaged guardrail on Mill Hill. We have an estimate from Green Acres Contracting to replace the guardrail at a cost of $9000.00. 

3. We have received specs for the 100-gallon oil water separator required for the municipal garage. We are waiting for a quote from the estimator at Old Castle prior to proceeding with this project to make sure prices fall below bidding thresholds. 

4. Biros Septic and Drain used cameras to establish the condition and exit of the existing lines from the garage to see where the separator must be placed. 

5. We have received information from Butler Township on a study their engineer performed regarding Traffic Weight Restrictions on St. Johns Road and an ordinance they are putting in place. They are requesting that we consider adopting our own ordinance for our portion of this road. A motion was made Chairman DiSabella, seconded by Supervisor Yost to allow Atty. Baranko to begin the process of adopting our own ordinance. The motion passed unanimously. 
6. At the January meeting, the board requested that a quote be obtained from Radarsign for solar powered speed signs. A quote has been received for six complete sign kits with all that is needed for sign and for installation. Radarsign is a costars vendor. The total amount for six signs is $31,040.00. This does not include installation. There is a multi-sign discount of $600.00 applied to this quote. A motion was made by Chairman DiSabella, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to purchase two signs. The motion passed unanimously. 
7. A request has been received from Lou Romanelli of 911 to name a private lane which will originate off of Center Hill Road Barnhart Lane. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve the name of this private lane. The motion passed unanimously. 
Zoning Report: 
The Zoning Officer read the Zoning Report for January 2025. There were four permits issued and none denied. Chairman DiSabella placed the Zoning Log for January 2025 on the front table.

Emergency Management: 

EMA Coordinator Wendy Hildebrand provided an update to the board. 

Sugarloaf Recreation Board: 

The recreation board season will begin with a walk through the park on Saturday March 1st. Millini Skuba and Township Office Manager Elizabeth Tolan are in discussions regarding putting together a fundraising opportunity where people can sponsor a tree sapling planting around the walking trail area with a plaque memorializing a loved one. There is a similar initiative on the Greater Hazleton Rails to Trails. The sponsor does their own tree planting. The township under this program would provide a plaque to be placed by the tree with the Sponsor’s chosen wording.
Tomhicken Recreation Board: 

The Tomhicken Recreation Board will have their first meeting of the season on April 16th, 2025.
Planning Commission: 
The Planning Commission met on January 6th, 2025 for Reorganization and on January 9th, 2025 for a continuation meeting. The commission also met for their regular meeting on February 3rd, 2025 and all minutes have been received.
Subdivision/Lot Consolidation/Land Development:

Ryba Storage Building Project:

1. A Review Letter with comments was received from Peters Consultants
2. A letter was received from Luzerne Conservation District stating that they completed their initial review of the Erosion & Sediment Control Plan, and the plan is inadequate. Later received a Notice stating General Permit Coverage Approval.

3. The Final Stormwater Facilities Maintenance and Monitoring Agreement and the Final Land Development Agreement have been received from Attorney Joseph Baranko. 

The Agreements were approved by the Planning Commission and were presented to the Supervisors for review and consideration. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver to approve the Stormwater and Land Development Agreements. The motion passed unanimously.
4. Final Rolled Plans were received. The Plans were approved by the Planning Commission and were presented to the Supervisors. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve the Final Rolled Plans. The motion passed unanimously. 
CSJMA WWTP Upgrade/Expansion Project Land Development:

1. A letter was received from Atty. Baranko stating that the Supervisors convened for a Special Meeting on January 6, 2025 and approved the final Land Development Plans.
2. CSJMA brought in the Final signed and notarized Land Development Agreement. 

3. The Final Rolled Plans were given to CSJMA to be recorded at the County.

Sugarloaf Logistics:
1. A Letter of Request was received from Kimley-Horn for a 90 Day Extension. The Extension will then expire on May 25, 2025. The Planning Commission approved the Extension, and it was presented to the Supervisors for consideration. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve the 90 Day Extension. The motion passed unanimously. 
Crossroads XOXO, LLC Final Major Subdivision:

1. Plans have been received and have been deemed Administratively Complete by Township Engineer Peters Consultants, Inc. The Planning Commission has accepted them as Administratively Complete, and they were presented to the Supervisors. This subdivision project is separate from the Crossroads XOXO, LLC Land Development Project that is currently in progress. 

A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to accept the Plans as Administratively Complete. The motion passed unanimously. 
New Business:  
1. Information has been received from the Luzerne County Recycling Coordinator about a 2025 Paper Shredding Recycling Program available to municipalities. The program is similar to the annual electronics recycling program, where 50% of costs up to $1,200.00 are reimbursable. A small car fee could be charged to partially offset the remaining costs. The municipality is also allowed to shred three boxes of documents at the event. The electronics recycling event is being held at Butler Township this year. We believe we could hold this event on municipal property on a Saturday in early summer. The board decided to table this discussion until cost estimates could be obtained. 
2. A check was received in January in the amount of $15,102.95 for Service Electric Cablevisions, Inc. semi-annual franchise fee for the period of July 1, 2024- December 31, 2024. Our payment for the first six months of 2024 was $15,536.51 for a 2024 payment total of $30,639.46. Cable Franchise fees for 2023 were $32,220.63. 2024 fees were down $1,581.17 from 2023.

3. A local realty transfer tax check was received in the amount of $4346.30.
Old Business:
1. Sugarloaf Township Act 537 Special Study update was reviewed by Atty. Baranko. 

New Business: 

1. This year’s Electronics Recycling Event will be held in Butler Township on March 15, 2025 from 8:00 am – 12:00 pm at Butler Township Community Park. Sugarloaf Township residents can pay the reduced $20.00 residency fee as we alternate locations between Sugarloaf and Butler each year. 
Correspondence: 
1. A letter was received from Luzerne Conservation District stating that they have approved SAI’s Notice of Intent for renewal of coverage under the NPDES General Permit for Discharges of Stormwater Associated with Construction Activities. Their Permit was issued. 

2. A Notice was received from DEP stating that there was a 50-gallon diesel fuel leak at Pilot on

January 8, 2025 due to a vehicle tank overfill. Remedial actions were taken.

3. Notice was received from the PA Department of Military and Veterans Affairs approving Real Estate Tax Exemption for Kathleen A. Holmes.

4. Notification was received from Janney that Thomas Lagana has retired.

5. Salary information for CSJMA staff was received for 2025.

6. Correspondence was received from Atty. Baranko regarding Storm Water Facilities Maintenance and Monitoring Agreements and Land Development Agreements as they relate to our SALDO. 

7. Tax Upset Sale information was received from the Luzerne County Court of Common Pleas.

8. Correspondence was received from Atty. Baranko regarding Mario C. DeCosmo Sr. Zoning Application. 

9. The annual water quality report was received from Friends of the Nescopeck. 

10. Correspondence was received from Atty. Baranko regarding meeting with the Broyan Family relative to the Mundie/Brown’s Grove Road traffic issue. 

11. Notification received from Hazleton Generation LLC that as required by the DEP, Bureau of Water and Wastewater Management, we will be provided with an annual report each January. Their report for 2024 was received on January 13, 2025.

Public Comment (Residents and Taxpayers only) 5-minute limit: 
Jim Kennedy of the Conyngham Crime watch noted that the police presence in Brookhill as appreciated, and also that the road department has done a very good job with the winter maintenance of the road. 

Lakeview Trail Road was also discussed, it needs repairs but presents a challenge as there is a sewer line running under the middle of it. 
Adjournment: A motion to adjourn was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Chairman DiSabella, at 7:15 P.M.
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