 SUGARLOAF TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS

REGULAR MEETING AND REORGANIZATION AGENDA
JANUARY 6, 2025
The reorganization and regular meetings of the Sugarloaf Township Supervisors is being held on Monday, January 6, 2025, at 6:00 P.M. as duly advertised in the Standard Speaker on December 26, 2024.
Attendance: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____. 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag:
Public Comment on Items on the Agenda: There is a 5-minute limit for residents and taxpayers. 
Reorganization: The first order of business for the Supervisors is to reorganize for 2025.

Appoint Temporary Chairman:  A motion is needed to appoint a Temporary Chairman. 
A motion by _____, seconded by _____ to appoint ______________________as Temporary Chairman.
Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Appoint Permanent Chairman:  A motion is needed to appoint a Chairman of the Board of Supervisors for the year 2025.
A motion by _____, seconded by _____ to appoint ______________________ as Chairman of the Board of Supervisors for the year 2025.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Appoint Vice Chairman:  A motion is needed to appoint a Vice Chairman of the Board of Supervisors for the year 2025.
A motion by _____, seconded by _____ to appoint ______________________ as Vice Chairman of the Board of Supervisors for the year 2025.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Appoint Secretary/Treasurer: A motion is needed to appoint a Secretary/Treasurer of the Board of Supervisors for 2025.
A motion by _____, seconded by _____ to appoint ________________________ as Secretary/Treasurer of the Board of Supervisors for the year 2025.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Bond Rate for Secretary/Treasurer:

Currently the rate is $250,000.00. A motion is needed to set the Secretary/Treasurer Bond Rate for 2025.
A motion by _____, seconded by _____ to set the Secretary/Treasurer Bond Rate at $250,000.00 for 2025.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____. 
Bond Rate for Bookkeeper:

Currently the rate is $30,000.00. A motion is needed to set the Bookkeeper Bond Rate for 2025.
A motion by _____, seconded by _____ to set the Bond Rate for the Bookkeeper at $30,000.00 for the year 2025.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Appoint Primary Township Solicitor: 
The rate for 2024 was $125.00 per hour. A motion is needed to appoint a Primary Township Solicitor and to set the per hour rate for 2025.
A motion by _____, seconded by _____ to appoint _______________ as Primary Township Solicitor at the rate of $______ per hour for 2025.
Roll call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, ____.
Appoint Secondary Township Solicitor:

The rate for 2021 was $120.00 per hour. A motion is needed to appoint a Secondary Township Solicitor and to set the per hour rate for 2025.
A motion by _____, seconded by _____ to appoint_______________ as Secondary Township Solicitor at the rate of $______per hour for 2025.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Appoint Vacancy Board: A motion is needed for appointment to the Vacancy Board for 2025.
A motion by _____, seconded by _____ to appoint _________________ to the Vacancy Board for the year 2025. 
Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Depository for the Township:  
Currently Mid Penn Bank is the Township Depository. A motion is needed to select the depository for 2025. 
A motion by _____, seconded by _____ to appoint _________ as depository for all Township accounts for 2025.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Appointing Planning Commission Solicitor:

The Planning Commission Solicitor rate for 2025 was $105.00 per hour. A motion is needed to appoint a Planning Commission Solicitor and the set the per hour rate for 2025.
A motion by _____, seconded by _____ to appoint ________________ as Solicitor to the Planning Commission at the rate of $___________ per hour for 2025.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Planning Commission Board Members Rate:
The rate for 2024 was $25.00 per meeting. A motion is needed to set the rate per meeting for 2025.
A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to set the rate of ________ per meeting for the Planning Commission Board members for the year 2025.
Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Planning Commission Terms: 
Michael Benulis is serving a four-year term ending December 31st, 2027. Harry Reed’s term is through December 31st, 2025. Joseph DiSabella’s term is through December 31st, 2026. Nicholas LaRock’s term is through December 31st, 2026. Tony Cusatis’s term expired December 31st, 2024. A motion by _____, seconded by _____ to appoint ______________ to the Planning Commission for a four-year term ending December 31st, 2028.
Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor:

The rate for 2024 was $125.00 per hour. A motion is needed to appoint a Solicitor for the Zoning Hearing Board and to set the rate per hour for 2025.
A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to appoint __________________ as Solicitor to the Zoning Hearing Board at the rate of $__________ per hour for 2025.
Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Zoning Hearing Board Alternate Attorney:

The rate for 2024 was $105.00 per hour. A motion is needed to appoint an Alternate Solicitor for the Zoning Hearing Board and to set the rate per hour for 2025.
A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to appoint _______________ as Alternate Solicitor to the Zoning Hearing Board at the rate of $________________ per hour for 2025.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Zoning Hearing Board Member’s Rate:

The rate for 2024 was $25.00 per meeting. A motion is needed to set the rate per meeting for 2025. A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to set the rate of _______ per meeting for the Zoning Hearing Board members for the year 2025.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Zoning Hearing Board Appointments 2025:  

Dean Hilliard’s term expired on December 31, 2024. A motion is needed for appointment to a three-year term beginning in 2025.
A motion by _____, seconded by _____ to appoint ____________ to a three (3) year term expiring December 31, 2027.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
(Richard Morelli’s term expires on December 31st 2025. George Maue’s term expires on December 31st 2026.)
UCC Appeals Board Appointments 2025:

A motion by _____, seconded by _____ to appoint ___________________________________________, and __________________ to serve on the UCC Appeals Board for 2025.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Appointing a Solicitor for the UCC Appeals Board: 

The rate for 2024 was $125.00 per hour. A motion is needed to appoint a Solicitor for the UCC Appeals Board and to set the rate per hour for 2025.
A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to appoint __________________ as Solicitor for the UCC Appeals Board at the rate of $_________ per hour for 2025.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Primary Township Engineer:

The rate for 2024 was $120.00 per hour. Resolution No. 1 of 2025 is presented to appoint the Primary Township Engineer and to set the rate per hour for 2025. 
A motion by _____, seconded by _____ to adopt Resolution No. 1 of 2025 appointing _________________ as Primary Township Engineer for the year 2025 at the rate of $_______ per hour per the attached Rate Schedule.
Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Secondary Township Engineer: 

The rate for 2024 was $110.00 per hour. Resolution No. 2 of 2025 is presented to appoint the Secondary Township Engineer and to set the rate per hour for 2025. 
A motion by ____, seconded by _____ to adopt Resolution No. 2 of 2025 appointing ___________ as Secondary Township Engineer at the rate of $_______ per hour for 2025.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Zoning Officer:

The pay rate for 2024 was $1,000.00 per month plus 70% Commercial UCC Fees and 70% Residential UCC Fees. Resolution No. 3 of 2025 is presented to appoint the Zoning Officer and to set the rate per month for 2025. A motion by _____, seconded by _____ to adopt Resolution No. 3 of 2025 appointing _______________ as Zoning Officer for 2025 at the rate of $__________ per month.
Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Central Sewer Officer:  

The rate for 2024 was $120.00 per hour. Resolution No. 4 of 2025 is presented to appoint the Central Sewer Officer and to set the rate per hour for 2025. 
A motion by _____, seconded by _____ to adopt Resolution No. 4 of 2025 appointing ___________ as Central Sewer Officer for 2025 at the rate of $________ per hour for inspections and for any additional work.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Primary and Alternate On-Lot Sewer Enforcement Officers: 
For 2024, rates for new permits were $690.00, repair work was $450.00, and all other work was $50.00 per hour. Applicants paid all fees. Resolution No. 5 of 2025 is presented to appoint the Primary and Alternate On-Lot Sewer Enforcement Officers and to set the fee schedule for 2025. A motion by _____, seconded by _____ to adopt Resolution No. 5 of 2025 to appoint ___________ as Primary On-Lot Sewer Inspector, and _________________________ as Alternate Inspector for the year 2025 with fee schedule listed on the attached sheet, and for the applicant to pay the full cost of fees.
Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____. 
Municipal Fee Schedule: Resolution No. 6 of 2025 is presented to establish the Municipal Fee Schedule for 2025.
A motion by _____, seconded by _____ to adopt Resolution No. 6 of 2025 establishing the Municipal Fee Schedule for 2025.
Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
State Convention Voting Delegate for 2025: A motion is needed to appoint a voting delegate for the Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors Convention for 2025.
A motion by _____, seconded by _____ to appoint ____________ as the Voting Delegate for the year 2025 at the Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors Convention.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Authorize Supervisors, Township Office Manager, Township Solicitor, and the EMA Coordinator to attend the PSATS State Convention: A motion is needed to authorize the Supervisors, the Township Office Manager, the Township Solicitor, and the EMA Coordinator to attend the 2025 Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors State Convention, and to authorize payment of all expenses
A motion by _____, seconded by _____ to authorize the Supervisors, the Township Office Manager, the Township Solicitor, and the EMA Coordinator to attend the 2025 Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors State Convention, and to authorize payment of all expenses.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Recommend to the Auditors the Pay Rate for Supervisors who work on the roads: The rate for 2024 was $22.36 per hour. The 2025 rate per hour for a roadworker is $23.48. A motion is needed for recommendation to the Auditors for the Pay Rate for Supervisors who work on the roads. A motion by _____, seconded by _____ to recommend to the Auditors the rate of $_____ per hour for Supervisors to work on the roads if needed in 2025. 

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Resolution No. 7 of 2025 Authorizing Supervisors to sign documents: Resolution No. 7 of 2025 is presented to the Supervisors for authorization to sign documents. 
A motion by _____, seconded by _____ to adopt Resolution No. 7 of 2025 to authorize all Supervisors to sign documents on behalf of Sugarloaf Township for 2025.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Appoint Roadmaster: A motion is needed to appoint a Roadmaster for the year 2025 with a pay rate set by the Auditors. 
A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to appoint _____________ as Roadmaster for the year 2025 with the rate set by the Auditors.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Appoint Road Foreman: A motion is needed to appoint a Road Foreman for 2025.
A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to appoint ____________________ as Road Foreman for 2025. 

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Wages for Part-Time Township Non-Union Seasonal Employees for 2025:
Larock Field Grounds Keeper - $14.00 per hour in 2024.
Larock Field Cleaning Person - $200.00 per week in 2024.
Tomhicken Grounds Keeper - $24.00 per hour (with use of his own equipment) in 2024.
A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to adopt the above Rate Schedule for the Non-Union Seasonal Employees for 2025.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Set Meetings for Township Boards for 2025:  
1. The Supervisors will meet on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:30 P.M. 
2. The Planning Commission meets on the 1st Monday of each month at 7:00 P.M. The Planning Commission meeting for September will be on September 2nd due to the holiday.
3. The Zoning Hearing Board meets on the 4th Monday of the month at 7:00 P.M. (only if a hearing is scheduled). 
4. The Sugarloaf Recreation Board meets on the 1st Wednesday of the month at 7:00 P.M.
5. The Tomhicken Recreation Board meets on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7:00 P.M. at the Recreation Building on 2nd Street in Tomhicken.
6. The Sugarloaf UCC Hearing Appeals will meet on an as needed basis.
A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to approve the above meeting schedules as read and advertised in the Standard Speaker on December 26, 2024. Any additional meetings or Work Sessions will be duly advertised.
Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Tax Collector Pay for 2025:

The rate for 2024 was $3,600.00 per year.
A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to set the Tax Collector’s pay at _______ per year for 2025.
Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Accounting Firm for 2025: 
The Accounting Firm of Frey and Company was appointed in 2023 for a three (3) year term to perform the Audit of all Township accounts and for preparation of all financial statements. The contract is for financial statements for the years 2023, 2024, and 2025. 
IRS Mileage Rate:

A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to set the Mileage Rate at 70 cents per mile for 2025 in accordance with the IRS.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Residential Code Officer: Resolution No. 8 of 2025 is presented to the Supervisors to appoint a Residential Code Enforcement Officer for 2025 at the fee schedule attached to the Resolution. 
A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to adopt Resolution No. 8 of 2025 appointing __________________ as Residential Code Enforcement Officer for 2025 at the Fee Schedule attached to the Resolution.
Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Commercial UCC Enforcement Officer: Resolution No. 9 of 2025 is presented to the Supervisors to appoint a Commercial UCC Enforcement Officer for 2025 at the Fee Schedule attached to the resolution. A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to adopt Resolution No. 9 of 2025 appointing ____________________ as Commercial UCC Enforcement Officer for 2025 per the attached Fee Schedule.
Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Sugarloaf Recreation Board: 
Mil Skuba, Jessica Busch, and Angel Mae Webby terms expire on December 31st, 2026. Joseph DiSabella was appointed to a four-year term ending in 2028. Robert Ackerman’s term expired on December 31st, 2024. A motion by_______, seconded by_________, to appoint _______ and ___________ to four-year term expiring on December 31, 2029. Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Tomhicken Playground Recreation Board:  
Sharon Judd has retired from the board. The Tomhicken Playground committee recommends the following placements to the board:  Debbie Heintzelman as Secretary for a four-year term, and Adreene Tutko as Recreation Director for a three-year term. Gary Nenstiel remains on the board as president. A motion by_______, seconded by_________, to approve the appointments suggested by the Tomhicken Playground board for 2025. Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella, _____.
Non-Uniform Wages per contract for 2025 (hourly): 
Non-Uniform wages were set by the International Brotherhood of Teamsters, Local #401 contract signed on November 19, 2024, for a three (3) year period from January 1, 2025, through December 31, 2027.
Uniform Collective Bargaining Agreement Wages per Contract for 2025 (hourly): 
Uniform wages were set by the Collective Bargaining Agreement signed on November 19, 2024, for a three (3) year period from January 1, 2025, through December 31, 2024.
Regular Meeting:
The regular meeting of the Sugarloaf Township Supervisors is being held on Monday, January 6, 2025 at 6:30 P.M. as duly advertised in the Standard Speaker on December 26, 2024.
Attendance: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella______, 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag:

Public Comment on Items on Agenda Only: There is a five (5) minute limit for residents and taxpayers.

Minutes: Chairman DiSabella will ask if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes of the Regular Meeting on December17, 2024. A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to (approve, table, deny) the minutes of the Regular Meeting as presented. Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver, _____; DiSabella, ____.

(Copies are on the front table for public review)

Minutes: Chairman DiSabella will ask if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes of the Year End Special Meeting on December 27, 2024. A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to (approve, table, deny) the minutes of the Special Meeting as presented. Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver, _____; DiSabella, ____. (Copies are on the front table for public review)

Bills: Supervisor Yost will review the Expenses Report of the General Fund for December 2024. A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to approve the bills as read, and to pay any and all bills in all funds that become due before the next regular meeting.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver, _____; DiSabella, ____.

Financial Statement: Chairman DiSabella will mention that the financial statement is attached to all agendas. A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to dispense reading and approve the financial report. Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver, _____; DiSabella, ____.

Supervisor Yost will sign the Financial Statement.

Police Department: (Chairman DiSabella) 

Chairman DiSabella will review the police activity report for December 2024.

Magistrate Fines for December will be reported at the February Board of Supervisors Meeting. 
Fire Company: (Chairman DiSabella)

Chairman DiSabella will review the report for December 2024

Road Department: (Supervisor Weaver)

The road department activity for December 2024 will be reviewed by Supervisor Weaver.

Zoning Report: (Chairman DiSabella)

A Zoning Report for the month of December 2024 was received from Zoning Officer Henry Mleczynski. There were ​​3 Permits issued, and none were denied. 

Emergency Management: (Chairman DiSabella) 

EMA Coordinator Wendy Hildebrand will provide an update to the board.

Sugarloaf Recreation Board: (Chairman DiSabella) There was no recreation committee meeting in December. The next meeting is scheduled for February 5, 2025 at 6:00 PM.
Tomhicken Recreation Board: (Chairman DiSabella) There was no Tomhicken Recreation Board meeting in December. The next meeting is scheduled for April 17, 2025 at 6:00 PM.
Planning Commission: (Chairman DiSabella) The Planning Commission reorganization and regular meeting will be held directly after the Board of Supervisors meeting this evening. 
Subdivision/Lot Consolidation/Land Development:

CSJMA WWTP Upgrade/ Expansion Land Development:

1. Revised Plans were received December 12, 2024 and given to Engineer Peters Consultants for review.

2. Received Third Review Letter from Peters Consultants with comments and also stating they are not in approval of waiver request.
3. A Representative from Entech would like to address the Board of Supervisors.

4. Received NPDES General Permit Coverage Approval Letter from Luzerne Conservation District. The Permit will expire 12/7/2029.

CSJMA Lot Consolidation:

1. Received Review Letters with comments from Luzerne County Planning and Engineer

2. Revised Plans were received December 12, 2024 and given to Engineer Peters Consultants for review. The Plans were reviewed, and all comments have been met. The plans are now presented to the Board of Supervisors for approval pending the recommendation for approval from the planning commission. A motion by ____, seconded by _____, to (approve, table, deny) the Final Rolled Plans pending recommendation from the Planning Commission.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver, _____; DiSabella, ____.
Verizon-NEP Conyngham Land Development:

1. A 90 Day Extension Request Letter was received from the Law Offices of Hourigan, Kluger & Quinn. The original 90-day time limit period will expire on February 2, 2025 which is prior to our Planning Commission’s Meeting of February 3, 2025 so therefore approval is needed this month. The extension would then expire on May 3, 2025.

A motion by ____, seconded by _____, to (approve, table, deny) the 90 Day Extension

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver, _____; DiSabella, ____.
Ryba Storage Building Preliminary/Final Land Development:

1. Revised Plans were received after the December Planning Meeting and given to Engineer Peters Consultants for review.

Ustynoski Reverse Minor Subdivision:

1. Received Second Review Letter with comments from Engineer Peters Consultants

2. Received a Waiver Request Letter from Surveyor Dennis Evans which will be presented to the Planning Commission at their meeting today, January 6, 2025.
A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to (approve, table, deny) the Waiver Request, pending review and approval from the Planning Commission

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver, _____; DiSabella, ____.

3. Revised Plans were received and given to Peters Consultants for review. The Plans were deemed complete.

4. The Final Rolled Plans are now presented to the Supervisors for approval, pending recommendation for approval from the Planning Commission

A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to (approve, table, deny) Final Rolled Plans pending the recommendation for approval from the Planning Commission

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver, _____; DiSabella, ____.
Hilliard Minor Subdivision:

1. Final Rolled Plans were received and are presented to the Supervisors for approval, pending recommendation for approval from the Planning Commission.

A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to (approve, table, deny) Final Rolled Plans pending the recommendation for approval from the Planning Commission

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver, _____; DiSabella, ____.
292 Larock Road Subdivision:

1. Received a Review Letter with comments from Luzerne County Engineer
2. Received a Review Letter with no comments to be addressed from Luzerne County Planning.

3. Received a Second Review Letter with comments from Engineer Peters Consultants

4. Received A Waiver Request Letter from Surveyor Dennis Evans. The Waiver Request will also be presented to the Planning Commission today at their meeting.

A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to approve the Waiver Request, pending the review and approval from the Planning Commission.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver, _____; DiSabella, ____.

5. The Final Rolled Plans were received and are presented to the Supervisors for approval, pending the recommendation for approval from the Planning Commission.

A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to (approve, table, deny) Final Rolled Plans, pending the recommendation for approval from the Planning Commission

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver, _____; DiSabella, ____.
Correspondence: 

1. Received a notice in regard to a diesel fuel release at Pilot on November 15, 2024 due to an overfill at delivery. Remedial actions were taken.

Old Business: There is no old business to discuss. 
New Business: The Auditors reorganization meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 7th at 6:00 PM. The next meeting of the Board of Supervisors will be Tuesday, February 18th, 2025 at 6:30 PM.
Public Comment (Residents and Taxpayers only) 5-minute limit: 

Adjournment: A motion to adjourn by _____, seconded by _____ at _________ P.M.


Please note that all reports or correspondence mentioned during this meeting can be reviewed on the front table. If you would like to have a copy, one will be provided to you after the meeting.
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