SUGARLOAF TOWNSHIP

BOARD OFSUPERVISORS MEETING
 AGENDA
DECEMBER 17, 2024
The regular meeting of the Sugarloaf Township Supervisors is being held on Tuesday, December 17, 2024 at 6:30 P.M. as duly advertised in the Standard Speaker on December 15, 2023.
Attendance: Yost, _____; Weaver _____; DiSabella______, 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag:
Public Comment on Items on Agenda Only: There is a five (5) minute limit for residents and taxpayers.
Township Auditor Ms. Kimberly Platek: It is with great sadness that the Township announces the untimely passing of Township Auditor Ms. Kimberly Platek. The board sends their condolences to the Chipeleski-Platek family and expresses their deep gratitude for the service Ms. Platek provided to Sugarloaf Township in the Role of Auditor for the yearly Auditors Reorganization Meeting. Sugarloaf Business owner Mr. Robert Horrox has offered to step into the role of Auditor for the January 2025 reorganization meeting. It is anticipated that the position will be filled by election next year. A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to (approve, table, deny) the appointment of Mr. Horrox as Township Auditor for the 2025 Auditor Reorganization meeting. Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver, _____; DiSabella, ____.

Minutes: Chairman DiSabella will ask if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes of the Regular Meeting on November 19, 2024. A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to (approve, table, deny) the minutes of the Regular Meeting as presented. Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver, _____; DiSabella, ____.

(Copies are on the front table for public review)
Tax Levy for the Year 2025 (Resolution No. 24 of 2024):  Supervisor Yost will read the Tax Levy for the Year 2025 which will be as follows:  General Township Purposes:  2.40 mills, Machinery Fund: 0.08 mills, Fire Protection: 0.20 mills, total tax levy for 2024 is 2.68 mills or $0.268 per $100.00 of assessed valuation, Realty Transfer Tax:  0.5%, Earned Income Tax:  1.0%, Local Services Tax:  $52.00.  Street Light Taxes will be levied as follows:  Dipple Manor – $0.42 per foot for improved land and $0.15 per foot for unimproved land. Oakhill Village – $0.75 per foot for improved land and $0.15 per foot for unimproved land. A motion by ______, seconded by ______, to approve Resolution 24 of 2024 to set the Tax Levy for the year 2025 as read. Roll Call: Yost, ______; Weaver, _____; DiSabella, _____.
Budget for 2025 (Resolution No. 25 of 2024): Supervisor Yost will note that the tentative Budget was open for public inspection from November 11, 2024, to December 17, 2024. A motion by ______, seconded by ______, to approve Resolution No. 25 of 2024 to adopt the General Budget for the year 2025. Budgets for all funds:  General Fund, State Fund, Machinery Fund, Fire Fund, Sugarloaf Sewer Fund, Dipple Manor Street Light Fund and Oakhill Village Street Light Fund are included in the 2024 Budget. Roll Call: 
Yost, ______; Weaver, ______; DiSabella, ______.

Traffic Signal Maintenance Agreement (Resolution No. 26 of 2024): The municipality has been informed by PennDOT that we must agree to a Traffic Signal Maintenance Agreement before any further development can take place which may impact current traffic conditions on state roads. It should be noted that this is an unfunded mandate, the cost of which will not be covered by Liquid Fuels Funds. 
A motion by ______, seconded by ______, to approve Resolution No. 26 of 2024 to enter into a Traffic Signal Maintenance Agreement with PennDOT. Roll Call: Yost, ______; Weaver, ______; DiSabella, ______. (We are in the process of securing a quote from Kuharchik Construction who the vendor recommended by Mr. Joe Bartos in the Signal Division at PennDOT who performs the service of maintaining these agreements for other municipalities. 
Bills: Supervisor Yost will review the Expenses Report of the General Fund for November 2024. A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to approve the bills as read, and to pay any and all bills in all funds that become due before the next regular meeting.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver, _____; DiSabella, ____.
Financial Statement: Chairman DiSabella will mention that the financial statement is attached to all agendas. A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to dispense reading and approve the financial report. Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver, _____; DiSabella, ____.
Supervisor Yost will sign the Financial Statement.

Police Department: (Chairman DiSabella) 

Chairman DiSabella will review the police activity report for November 2024.
Magistrate fines collected for November 2024 amounted to $523.87. State Police Fines received in the month of November amounted to $1,086.56. Overtime Reimbursement from the Luzerne County Drug Task Force in November amounted to $313.68 for the month of August and $261.40 for the month of September. 
Fire Company: (Chairman DiSabella)

Chairman DiSabella will review the report for November 2024
Road Department: (Supervisor Weaver)

The road department activity for November 2024 will be reviewed by Supervisor Weaver.

A traffic/signal study was done by Peters Consultants for the Meadows at Sugarloaf at the request of the supervisors. Mr. Peter’s report has been received. His recommendations are that the stop signs located in the Meadows at Sugarloaf development are presently existing and no additional stop signs need to be installed. He does suggest in his report that the municipality install five (5) solar powered Speed Limit Signs, and five (5) Watch for Children signs and lists where he feels they should be installed. Office Manager Liz Tolan checked with PSATS and confirmed that no resolution or ordinance is required to install these signs, so they can be approved by a motion and vote. If it pleases the board, the office can obtain a quote for these items to be certain that they fall below the threshold for direct purchasing, and with that information the board can consider at the January Board of Supervisors meeting. 
Zoning Report: (Chairman DiSabella)

1. A Zoning Report for the month of November was received from Zoning Officer Henry Mleczynski. There were ​4 Permits issued, and none denied. 
Emergency Management: (Chairman DiSabella) 
EMA Coordinator Wendy Hildebrand will provide an update to the board.

Sugarloaf Recreation Board: (Chairman DiSabella) There were no minutes received from the November 2024 meeting. 
Tomhicken Recreation Board: (Chairman DiSabella) The Board is at recess for the winter.
Planning Commission: (Chairman DiSabella)
The planning commission met on December 2, 2024 and the minutes have been received. 
Mr. Peter Fagan, Planning Commission Solicitor, has announced that he will be retiring from the Planning Commission Board beginning the first of December. Mr. Charles DeCosmo has indicated an interest in filling the role of Planning Solicitor. He observed the December meeting and will be presented to the Board of Supervisors at Reorganization for consideration of formal appointment for the year 2025.
Subdivision/Lot Consolidation/Land Development:
CSJMA WWTP Upgrade/ Expansion Land Development:

1. Received a Review Letter with comments from Engineer Peters Consultants
2. Received a Request Letter from Entech Engineering for a 90 Day Extension. The original 90 Day time frame expired on December 2, 2024. The Extension will now expire on March 2, 2025. The Planning Commission approved the Extension, and it is now presented to the Board of Supervisors.
A motion by ____, seconded by _____, to (approve, table, deny) the 90 Day Extension

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver, _____; DiSabella, ____.
3. Kerry Good from Entech Engineering was present at the Planning Commission Meeting on December 2, 2024 and addressed the Board in regard to financial security and bonding. They asked to be put on the agenda for January to discuss this again and also for the possibility of receiving final approval.

CSJMA Lot Consolidation:

1. Received a Review Letter with comments from Engineer Peters Consultants

292 Larock Minor Subdivision:

1. Received a Review Letter with comments from Engineer Peters Consultants
2. Received Revised Plans and Comment Response Letter from surveyor Dennis Evans. They were given to the Township Engineer Peters Consultants for review. 

Verizon-NEP Conyngham Land Development:
1. Received the Review Letters with comments from Luzerne County Planning and Engineer

2. The Review Letter with comments was received from Engineer Peters Consultants.

Ryba Storage Building Preliminary/Final Land Development:

1. A Request for a 90 Day Extension was received from Engineer Barry Isett. The original time frame will expire on January 5, 2025. The Extension would then expire on April 5, 2025. The Planning Commission approved the Extension, and it is now presented to the Supervisors.

A motion by ____, seconded by _____, to (approve, table, deny) the 90 Day Extension

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver, _____; DiSabella, ____.
Ustynoski Reverse Minor Subdivision:

1.  Received the Engineer Review Letter with comments from Peters Consultants. The review was pending the Luzerne County reviews. Additional comments may be made, if necessary, once those letters are received.
2. Review Letters with comments received from Luzerne County Planning and Engineer.

3.  Revised Plans were received from Surveyor Dennis Evans. They were given to Engineer Peters Consultants for review.
Ustynoski Reverse Minor Subdivision continued:
4. A Waiver Request was received from Surveyor Dennis Evans and was presented to the Planning Commission. The Waiver Request was tabled until Engineer Peters Consultants reviews the letters from the County.
Hilliard Minor Subdivision:

1.  Revised Plans were received from Surveyor Dennis Evans. They were given to Engineer Twin Oaks for review.
2. A waiver request was received from Surveyor Dennis Evans and approved by the Planning Commission. It is now presented to the Supervisors.

A motion by _____, seconded by _____, to (approve, table, deny) the waiver request.

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver, _____; DiSabella, ____.
3.  A Request Letter for a 90 Day Extension was received from Surveyor Dennis Evans. The original 90-day time frame expired on December 2, 2024. An Extension would then expire on March 2, 2025. The Planning Commission approved the Extension, and it is now presented to the Supervisors.
A motion by ____, seconded by _____, to (approve, table, deny) the 90 Day Extension

Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver, _____; DiSabella, ____.
Crossroads XOX, LLC:

1.  Received a notice from e-Permitting at PennDOT stating that they received an application for a highway occupancy permit for a Driveway and it is under review.

Crossroads XOXO LLC:

1.  Received a notice from e-Permitting at PennDOT stating that they received an application for a highway occupancy permit for a Driveway and it is under review.
Correspondence: 

1. Received a Review Letter with comments from Engineer Dennis Peters in regard to a site inspection at 19 Burning Tree Drive.

2.  A Plan of Survey for the intersection of Mundie’s Road and Brown’s Grove Road was completed by Peters Consultants.

New Business:
1. The Year End Meeting for Sugarloaf Township Board of Supervisors will be held on Friday December 27th at 8:00 am in the municipal building. 
2. The reorganization meeting of the Board of Supervisors will be held on January 6th, 2024 at 6:00 PM followed by the Regular January Meeting of the Board of Supervisors at 6:30 PM.
3. Elite Revenue has sent notice of the following Repository Sales. The Township is asked to notify them of any objections to the following:
a. The property of Robert Siegried (deceased) on Oak Road to Sylvia Catellanos in the amount of $500.00.
b. The property of Ann Schneider on Starmor Lane to Tiffany Henchenski in the amount of $500.00.
c. The property of Ruth Bachman Hess of the land adjacent Morse to Tiffany Henchenski in the amount of $500.00.
4. Correspondence has been received from Fellerman & Ciarimboli Law, P.C., regarding the Notice of Appeal of the Tax Board Assessment Appeals regarding Samp Hospitality LLC. 
5. The Sugarloaf Township Tax Collector has advised of Refunds required for the following:
a. Randall Skuba in the amount of $9.04
b. Reake in the amount of $8.14
c. Laputka in the amount of $12.04
A motion by ____, seconded by _____, to (approve, table, deny) the listed refunds.
Roll Call: Yost, _____; Weaver, _____; DiSabella, ____.
6. A public meeting was held today prior to the Board of Supervisors meeting for PennDOT to present plans and allow discussion regarding the 352 Rock Glen Road Structure replacement project.

7. A meeting was held on Friday December 13th, 2024 in the municipal meeting room regarding the Townships MS4 inspection. In attendance were municipal officials, DEP representation, EPA officials, Peters Consultants and Township Solicitor Joseph Baranko. 

8. A Selective Insurance 2022 initial dividend check was received in the amount of $822.08.

9. Local Realty Transfer Taxes for the month of November were received in the amount of $9,967.80.

10. The Greater Hazleton Joint Sewer Authority Audit for the fiscal year ending July 31, 2024 was received. 

There is no old business. 
Public Comment (Residents and Taxpayers only) 5-minute limit: 

Adjournment: A motion to adjourn by _____, seconded by _____ at _________ P.M.

Please note that all reports or correspondence mentioned during this meeting can be reviewed on the front table. If you would like to have a copy, one will be provided to you after the meeting.
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