MINUTES

SUGARLOAF TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS MEETING – June 20, 2023
The regular meeting of the Sugarloaf Township Supervisors was held on Tuesday, June 20h, 2023 at 6:30 P.M. as duly advertised in the Standard Speaker on January 15, 2023.
Attendance: 
In attendance were Chairman Joseph DiSabella, Supervisor Rick Weaver, and Supervisor Richard Yost. Also in attendance were Attorney Joseph Baranko, and Township Manager Elizabeth Tolan. A representative from Dennis Peter’s office was also in attendance. 
Pledge of Allegiance
Public Comment: There was no public comment on the agenda items.
Minutes: Chairman DiSabella asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes of the Regular Meeting on May 16th, 2023.  A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost, to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting as presented. The motion passed unanimously.
Bills: Supervisor Yost reviewed the Expenses Report of the General Fund for May 2023. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Chairman DiSabella, to approve the bills as read and to pay any and all bills in all funds that become due before the next regular meeting. The motion passed unanimously.
Financial Statement: Chairman DiSabella mentioned that the financial statement was attached to all agendas. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Chairman DiSabella, to dispense reading and approve the financial report. The motion passed unanimously.
Supervisor Yost signed the Financial Report.
Police Department:
1.   Chairman DiSabella reviewed the police activity report for May 2023. There were 115 calls.
2. Magistrate fines collected for May 2023 amounted to $1181.74. Two checks were received for restitution totaling $411.89.
3. Payment of State Police Fines and Penalties was received in the amount of $1088.78.
Fire Company: 
1. The Fire Chief was not available due to Fire Company Business. 
Road Department: 
1. Supervisor Weaver reviewed the road department report for May 2023. 
2. A retirement luncheon was held on June 8, 2023 for Barry Ervin, who officially retired from the township at the end of the business day on June 9th.  Barry received a plaque from the Township thanking him for his 44 years of service.  He was also given a citation from Rep. Michael Cabell for his service to the municipality and the commonwealth. 

Zoning Report: 
1. Chairman DiSabella read the Zoning Report for May 2023.  

2. Chairman DiSabella placed the Zoning Log for May 2023 on the front table. 
3. Sugarloaf Township Zoning Ordinance Amendments:   A motion was needed to advertise the following Ordinance Amendments and to schedule a public hearing at 5:30 PM on Tuesday, July 18th prior to the Regular Board of Supervisors meeting, for public comment on these amendments, which have already been approved to be forwarded to the planning commission.  
a. Solar Panel Amendment to Ordinance No. 2 of 2011-Ordinance No. 3 of 2023.
b. Light Intensity of night illumination Ordinance No. 4 of 2023.
A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost, to proceed with advertising and scheduling the public hearing on the matter.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Emergency Management: 
1. EMA Wendy Hildebrand has begun the process of moving all EMA materials up to the municipal building. 

2. The EMA Antenna has been moved up to the municipal building, as has the radio.

3. EMA Wendy Hildebrand will be given a set of keys for the Zoning/EMA office and the front municipal door for her use during drills.

Sugarloaf Recreation Board: 
The recreation board meeting held their Meeting on May 3rd, 2023.
Tomhicken Recreation Board: 
We have not yet received the minutes for the May meeting. 

There was discussion regarding the handicap walkway and possible ways to resolve the issue. 

Planning Commission: 
The Planning Commission was held on June 5, 2023. The minutes have been received. The next scheduled Meeting of the Planning Commission will be July 3, 2023 at 7:00 PM.
Subdivision/Lot Consolidation/Land Development:
1.     Trella/Bellagio Fields LLC: 

a. Review has been received from the zoning officer with comments. 

b. An approval letter was received from PA DEP on the plan revision.

c. A review letter was received from Luzerne County Conservation District with comments.  

d. A notice was received from Trella’s engineer Peter’s Consultants Inc. stating that a PennDOT Scoping meeting was held on May 2nd at 10:00 am.
2. Sai Sugarloaf Realty (SR93 Convenience Store and Gas Station): 

a. Highway Occupancy Permit No. 4068527 was approved, and a permit was issued. (stormwater)
b. Notice was received from PennDOT ePermitting that HOP permit application for the driveway is under review and an anticipated response date was given of July 7, 2023.
c. An email from Peter’s Consultants was received with their recommendation for the driveway, which was sent to Livic Civil.  A return access drawing and comments were received back from Livic Civil.  
d. Planning approved the driveway configuration, but the final Land Development Plans were tabled and not signed due to the pending BPID and HOP Permit for driveway access. 
e. A thirty-day extension was granted by the Planning Commission due to the HOP Permit not yet being received.  A motion was needed from the Board of Supervisors to approve the recommendation of the Planning Commission for the 30-day extension. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve the 30-day extension.  The motion passed unanimously.
3. Berroa Property: 
a. A review letter was received from Peter’s Consultants with comments.
b. A review response letter was received from Berroa Engineer Twin Oaks Consulting 
c. A zoning review letter was received from the Township Zoning Officer with comments. 
4. Crossroads XOX Building Four:

a. The Planning Commission approved a 90-Day extension for this project which will expire on September 8, 2023.  A motion was needed to accept the Planning Commission recommendation for the extension.  A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Supervisor Yost to approve the 90-day extension.  The motion passed unanimously.
5. Crossroads XOXO Building One:
a. A letter with comments was received from Peter’s Consultants in regard to a phone call with Mr. Vozar regarding the status of the Sugarloaf Township Special Study to determine existing and future sewage planning needs for both Crossroads XOXO and Crossroads XOX. 
b. Notice was received from PennDOT ePermitting that their review was complete, and the application was returned for revision and resubmission.
6. Randall Skuba Minor Subdivision

a. Review was completed by the Zoning Officer with comments. 
b. A review letter was received from Luzerne County Planning with comments and from Luzerne County Engineer with no comments. 
c. The Sewage Planning Module was received from Brior Environmental for review and approval.  The Planning Commission approved the plan, and it was submitted to the Board of Supervisors for approval and signature. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Chairman DiSabella to approve the Sewer Planning Module. The motion passed unanimously.
7. Bolus Land Development

a. We received a letter from the Township Solicitor with a proposed stipulation revision.  
b. Stipulation was filed by Atty. William Stephens at Luzerne County Court House. 
c. Judge Hughes acknowledged and approved as a court order. 
d. The Planning Commission based on the order signed off on the final plans and they were presented to the Board of Supervisors for consideration and approval. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve the Bolus Final Plans. The motion passed unanimously and the two sets of plans which were provided were signed after the meeting. 
8. Sugarloaf Logistics:

a. Plans were received and approved administratively by the Planning Commission and were forwarded to the Board of Supervisors for approval as administratively complete.  A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve the Sugarloaf Logistics plans as administratively complete. The motion passed unanimously. 
Old Business: 
Correspondence was received from Peters Consultants Inc. regarding the Act 14 Notification response for the Conyngham-Sugarloaf Joint Municipal Authority Wastewater Treatment Expansion Program.  We asked that the engineer complete the action items on behalf of the township.  The Zoning Officer has offered his assistance if necessary. The Township Engineer Denny Peters has confirmed by email that he will complete the necessary paperwork. 
Zoning Ordinance Amendment – Contractors Yard:  Correspondence was received from Atty. Baranko with a preliminary draft of the proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment for Contractors Yard.  The zoning officer has been asked to review and respond to Atty. Baranko. 
New Business:  
1. The next scheduled meeting of the Supervisors will be held on Tuesday July 18, 2023 at 6:30 PM.
2. There was an Electronics Recycling Event held on June 17th, 2023 from 9 am – 12 pm at Butler Township Community Park.  This is a reciprocal event that Sugarloaf and Butler take turns hosting each year.  The event will be held next June at Valley Elementary Middle School in Sugarloaf. 

3. Local Realty Transfer Tax Distribution was received for May in the amount of $3444.70.

4. A motion was needed to approve the application of LSA Grants for the road department, the Larock Recreation Rehabilitation Project, and the fire department.  There was also a request from the Fire Company to submit a grant for Solar Panels for the Fire House.  This grant is on a tight timeline and must be submitted by the end of this month. A motion was made by Chairman DiSabella, seconded by Supervisor Yost, to approve the 2023 LSA Grant Submissions and the Fire Company Grant.

5. A Sheriff’s Sale Notice of Sale was provided to the township for the property of Joliene Y. Caparro (a/k/a/ Joliene Y. Jadush at 23 Siegfried Lane in Drums Pa. 

6. A request for tax refund was sent by Luzerne County for the following properties and amounts:

a.  HH HI Hazleton LLC, Court order # 2019-13928 in the amount of $460.60 for taxes paid in 2020, $460.60 for taxes paid in 2021, and $607.60 for taxes paid in 2022.

7. Township Administrative Assistant Lori Webster was awarded a Certificate of Recognition from General Code and was placed on the Municipal Clerks Honor Roll for 2023 in appreciation of her outstanding dedication to service as Administrative Assistant of the Township of Sugarloaf. 

8. Township Manager Elizabeth Tolan was selected as the 2023 Athena Award Recipient by the Greater Hazleton Chamber of Commerce in recognition of her professionalism and dedication to service in the community. 

Correspondence: 
1. Minor Modification Application was received from Hazleton Area Water Company regarding an application filed with the Susquehanna River Basin Commission.

2. Notification of Intent to File was received from Atty. Matthew G. Boyd representing Mr. Harry J. Kress.  The complaint addresses the Sugarloaf Township Zoning Hearing Board, Timothy Mundie, George Maue, and Dean Hilliard.  

Public Comment (Residents and Taxpayers only) 5-minute limit: 
Carolyn Luchi inquired about the Bolus Stipulation and asked if she could get a copy.  She was asked to come into the Township Office and fill out a Right to Know request, and a copy of the order would be provided to her.
Adjournment: A motion to adjourn was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Chairman DiSabella to adjourn at 7:00 P.M.
It was noted that all reports or correspondence mentioned during this meeting are available on the front table and can be reviewed. If you would like to have a copy, one will be provided to you after the meeting.
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