MINUTES

SUGARLOAF TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS MEETING – August 15, 2023
The regular meeting of the Sugarloaf Township Supervisors was held on Tuesday, August 15, 2023 at 6:30 P.M. as duly advertised in the Standard Speaker on January 15, 2023.
Attendance: 

In attendance were Chairman Joseph DiSabella, Supervisor Rick Weaver, and Supervisor Richard Yost. Also in attendance were Attorney Joseph Baranko, and Township Office Manager Elizabeth Tolan and Zoning Officer Henry Mleczynski. A representative from Dennis Peter’s office was also in attendance. 
Pledge of Allegiance

Public Comment: There was no public comment on the agenda items.
Executive Session:  There were two executive sessions held during the month of July.  One for discussions regarding sewer capacity and the warehouses and another for personnel reasons. 

Minutes: Chairman DiSabella asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes of the Public Hearing on July 18, 2023 at 5:30 PM. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve the minutes of the Public Hearing as presented. The motion passed unanimously, and copies of the minutes were placed on the front table for public review.

Minutes: Chairman DiSabella asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes of the Public Hearing on July 18, 2023 at 6:00 PM. A motion was made by Chairman DiSabella, seconded by Supervisor Yost, to approve the minutes of the Public Hearing as presented. The motion passed unanimously, and copies of the minutes were placed on the front table for public review.

Minutes: Chairman DiSabella asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes of the Regular Meeting on July 18, 2023. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting as presented. The motion passed unanimously, and copies of the minutes were placed on the front table for public review.

Bills: Supervisor Yost reviewed the Expenses Report of the General Fund for July 2023. A motion was made by Chairman DiSabella, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to approve the bills as read and to pay any and all bills in all funds that become due before the next regular meeting. The motion passed unanimously.
Financial Statement: Chairman DiSabella mentioned that the financial statement was attached to all agendas. A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Chairman DiSabella, to dispense reading and approve the financial report. The motion passed unanimously. Supervisor Yost signed the Financial Report. 

Police Department:
1.   Chairman DiSabella reviewed the police activity report for July 2023.

2. Magistrate fines collected for July 2023 amounted to $636.80. Two checks were received for restitution from probation services totaling $28.38.
3. A grant was received in the amount of $3,750.00 from the Berwick Health and Wellness Fund.
4. A speed monitoring and display sign was purchased from Radar sign to be used in the effort to reduce speeding on municipal roads. 
Fire Company: 
1. Calls for the Fire Company for the month of July were 33 EMS and 63 Fire and Rescue. 
2. Chief Hildebrand noted that there is a chicken BBQ fundraiser on the second Sunday in September.  Tickets are available in the municipal office or from any member of the fire department.

Road Department:
1. The road department activity for July 2023 was reviewed by Supervisor Weaver.
2. The following items were sold on Municibid:

a. Sewer Pump - $360.00

b. Flink Plow - $525.00

c. Mauldin Roller - $1050.00

d. Flink Tailgate Spreader - $220.00

Zoning Report: 
1. The zoning officer read the Zoning Report for July 2023. There were seven permits issued and none denied.

2. Chairman DiSabella placed the Zoning Log for July 2023 on the front table. 
3. There were no Zoning Board Hearings in July.
4. Correspondence was received from Atty. Baranko in regard to the Sampson Residence Blasting Permit. 
5. Zoning Officer Henry Mleczynski submitted his resignation as Township Zoning Officer effective September 1, 2023.  A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, to accept the Zoning Officer’s Resignation. The motion passed unanimously.

6. Regional Municipal Services has submitted a proposal to perform zoning and other services for the Township.  A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Chairman DiSabella to approve the proposal from Regional Municipal Services. Regional Municipal Services will begin work for the township on September 1, 2023.

Emergency Management: 
EMA Coordinator Wendy Hildebrand was not available for the meeting due to being on call. An Act 147 Radiation Grant Payment was made by Luzerne County in the amount of $1,500.00.

Sugarloaf Recreation Board: 
The recreation board meeting for July was rescheduled for September. 
Tomhicken Recreation Board: 
The Tomhicken Recreation Board met on July 19, 2023 and their minutes have been received. They have provided a list of ongoing needs/concerns. Most pressing is the handicapped accessibility issue. The wall clock and the basketball hoop have been purchased and provided to the road department for installation. The Zoning Officer was asked by the Board to inspect the situation with the handicapped walkway and provide information on what needs to be done.

Planning Commission: 
The August Meeting of the Planning Commission was held on August 7, 2023. The minutes have been received. The next scheduled Meeting of the Planning Commission will be Tuesday September 5, 2023 at 7:00 PM due to the Labor Day holiday on Monday, September 4th.

Mr. Ecker has resigned from the Planning Committee. It was recommended by the Planning Committee that the Board of Supervisors consider appointing Mr. Michael Benulis to the vacant seat. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver to approve this appointment. The motion passed unanimously.
Subdivision/Lot Consolidation/Land Development:
1.     Trella/Bellagio Fields LLC: 

a. Correspondence was received from Luzerne County Conservation District advising of approval of PAG-02 NPDES General Permit for Discharges of Stormwater associated with Construction Activities. 

b. Chapter 102 Visual Site Inspection Report was sent to Twin Oaks Consultants, the Townships Secondary Engineer, for completion. 

2. Sai Sugarloaf Realty (SR93 Convenience Store and Gas Station): 

a. Two copies of the final rolled plans which have been recorded have been returned to the township. 
3. Berroa Property: 
a. A second review of the Preliminary Final Land Development Plans has been received from the Township Engineer with comments. 
b. A response from Berroa Engineer Twin Oaks Consulting LLC has been received addressing the Township Engineers comments. 
c. Stormwater Management Permit Application has been received. 
d. In the public comments period of the Planning Commission Meeting, Berroa’s engineer requested conditional approval which was denied. 
e. A driveway occupancy permit is required for this project, the engineer was advised to see the Township Zoning Officer.
4. Crossroads XOXO Building One:
a. Review comments were received from Chief Duane Hildebrand, Sugarloaf Fire Company.

b. Second Review with comments were received from Zoning Officer Henry Mleczynski. 

c. JVI requested a Dedication of Roadway for Crossroads XOXO. He was told to begin that process by supplying the Township Engineers with Plans. 

5. Crossroads XOX:
a. Second Review with comments were received from Zoning Officer Henry Mleczynski.
b. Conditional approval was requested at the Planning Commission meeting by client’s engineer Pennoni and Associates, which was denied. 

6. Jeff Zanolini:
a. Erosion and Sediment Control Plan Approval was received from the Luzerne Conservation District. 

b. The final plans for the Stormwater project were presented to the planning committee and were approved. 

7. Sugarloaf Logistics LLC: 
a. An Inactivity (150 Day Notice) from PennDOT permitting was received from ePermitting. 

b. A HOP was received by PennDOT and is under review. 

c. Review of Land Development Plans by Luzerne County has been received with comments. 

d. Review of Land Development Plans by Luzerne County Planning and Zoning has been received with comments.

e. Review by Zoning Officer Henry Mleczynski has been received with comment. 

New Business:  
The next scheduled meeting of the Supervisors was scheduled for Tuesday, September 19, 2023 at 6:30 PM. This time conflicts with the EMA Drill scheduled for that day which will take place at the Municipal Building.  A motion was made by Supervisor Weaver, seconded by Chairman DiSabella, to change the September BOS Meeting Date to September 18th at 6:00 PM and to advertise accordingly.  The motion passed unanimously. 

A check was received for Realty Transfer Tax Distribution in the amount of $883.47.

Correspondence: 

1. Correspondence was received from the DEP regarding Choice Cigarette June 29, 2023 request for an alternate time frame. 

2. Request for Refund of Taxes from Luzerne County Assessment Office was received for Lamont Development Company in the amount of $42.05. A motion was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Chairman DiSabella to approve the refund. The motion passed unanimously.
3. Franchise Fee Payment from Service Electric Cablevision was received in the amount of $15,842.38 for the calendar period of January 1, 2023 to June 30, 2023.

4. Notification was received from Luzerne County Assessment Office regarding hearings to be held on August 15, 2023.

5. A Reservation of Rights Letter was received from Selective Insurance which was mailed to all defendants in the Kress vs. Sugarloaf Township Claim. 

6. Materials have been obtained from Ready PA for the use of township residents in their Emergency Preparedness and Planning. They are in the back of the meeting room under where the agendas are kept. Please help yourself to materials for your families. There are also coloring books for children.

7. Correspondence was received from the Township Engineer in regard to the Act 537 Special Study and meetings held at the DEP in July.

8. A response was received from the Township Solicitor in regard to the above-mentioned correspondence. 

Public Comment (Residents and Taxpayers only) 5-minute limit: 

Laura Motel addressed the Board of Supervisors regarding her property at 289 Rock Glen and Lot #3 of the adjoining development causing ongoing drainage damage to her property.  The zoning officer, and Luzerne County have done a site visit to the property.  Peter’s Consultants will reach out to Heather Graham at Luzerne County for an update, and the zoning officer will provide the county with the contractor’s phone contact information for follow-up.  Ms. Motel also discussed the stormwater pipe that is blocked under Rock Glen Road that runs into the creek.

Adjournment: A motion to adjourn was made by Supervisor Yost, seconded by Supervisor Weaver, at 7:25 P.M.


It was noted that all reports or correspondence mentioned during this meeting could be reviewed on the front table and that copies were available. 
Page 4 of 5

